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Introduction   Two weeks after the outbreak of the American Civil War, Kentucky resident Ellen Wallace wrote the following in her diary:   This is a quiet beautiful Sabbath, but how long this quiet and safety will last is uncertain. The whole United States or rather Confederate United States are in a state of confusion, uproar and Civil War.  When or where, or how it will end, is beyond the keen and most rigorious (sic) foresight. The passions of the people are lashed to fury by wicked and designing politicians.  The storm is now beyond human control. The very ground is as it were, rocking under our feet and the sky rent with thunderbolts above our heads. In no direction is there one ray of light or spark of hope.  Ellen experienced the war perched on the border between the Union and the Confederacy. In 1861, Ellen favored Kentucky staying in the Union, and she anxiously considered the tumultuous future. The next two lines of this entry read, “There is yet one deeper shade to be added to the scene, that is servile insurrection.  This is [what] the people of the north are praying daily for and hoping hourly to hear of.” At the outset of war, Ellen was a Unionist, but not a Northerner; she was a Southerner, but not a Confederate.  As the war progressed, Ellen’s loyalty to the Union faltered and eventually collapsed.1     Though the Civil War is one of the most thoroughly studied events in American history, numerous facets have yet to be investigated. For all the studies written regarding battles, famous leaders, specific regiments, and weaponry, much remains unknown about 
                                                        1 Ellen Wallace, Diary, April 29, 1961, Wallace‐Starling Family Diaries, 1854‐1932, 96M07, Kentucky Historical Society, Frankfort, KY (hereafter cited as Ellen Wallace). 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emancipation as a course of action, many Kentuckians knew that if the Union won the war, slavery as an institution would be finished.       Slavery was brought to Kentucky with the first settlers from Virginia in the beginning of the nineteenth century. Though blamed for exacerbating economic disparity and agricultural woes, slave owning was a status symbol in Kentucky just as it was in the Deep South. According to historian Judge Charles Kerr, slavery created a white aristocracy marked by a “spirit of superiority” and a “contention of merit”: slave owning was seen as an indicator of economic and social success. 48   Most Kentuckians were not slave‐owners. Only one‐fifth of tax‐paying citizens owned slaves, and slaves comprised just under twenty percent of the population. Compared with states such as South Carolina, where in some areas slaves accounted for over seventy percent of the total population, Kentucky did not rely as heavily on slave labor to support its economy.49 The climate in Kentucky was not conducive to growing the major crops of the Deep South, such as cotton and sugar. Most crops included tobacco and food such as corn, wheat, and livestock. Slavery had been on the decline in Kentucky since the beginning of the nineteenth century, and by the 1860’s the average Kentucky slaveholder had “a few slaves” as opposed to the “great gangs” owned by slaveholders in the Deep South.50   Though a vast majority of the citizens of Kentucky did not own slaves, many still saw themselves as “southern‐rights people,” especially those who lived in the southwestern                                                         48 Kerr, 797. 49 Stephanie McCurry, Masters of Small Worlds: Yeoman Households, Gender Relations and 
the Political Culture of the Antebellum South Carolina Low Country (New York: Oxford University Press, 1995), 46. 50 Kerr, 797. 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 Issues of racism and signs of social upheaval were prevalent during the war and they provoked racist observations. Subscribing to the philosophy of southern white paternalism, Ellen Wallace viewed herself as a “conscientious mistress” and her slaves as those who “with moderate labour have all the comforts and some of the luxuries of life without thought or care.”104 According to Ellen, her slaves knew “their bed will be made for them in sickness, their doctors bills paid, their wants attended to and then taken care of in old age…”105 Ellen, in the same vein as many other southerners, truly believed her slaves lacked nothing and lived a relatively decent life. Many Kentuckians believed their form of slavery was “in it’s mildest form”, and that slavery itself “…could not have been a universally grievous and oppressive burden…” if their slaves were protected and cared for.106    Ellen, though not a member of the plantation elite, managed the slaves within her household. Her diary does not mention much of the day‐to‐day interactions Ellen had with her slaves, but she does mention the births of slave children and instances of her servants arriving with supplies from the farm. Several times Ellen mentions events such as “Sandford brought up a fresh supply of flour” or “Mat came with a load of varieties from the farm; flour and bacon, vegetables.”107   Ellen had personal connections with her servants, and was emotionally affected when they departed from her home: “Mat took Mary to the farm. She has been in the house for so many years I feel sad at her departure.”108 Though they were her servants, Ellen had                                                         104 Ellen Wallace, November 20, 1856. 105 Ibid. 106 Johnson, 288, 381. 107 Ellen Wallace, March 10, 1862.  108 Ellen Wallace, April 6, 1862. 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 The very idea of abolition struck fear into Ellen’s heart, as she often worried about “intended insurrections” around the country.119 As early as 1856, Ellen was anxious over the issue of abolition and runaway slaves. She wrote of the “confessions” of some slaves of their desire to “rise and murder the whites.”120 Committees were drawn to “examine Negroes” and their plans for rebellion.121 “I fear I shall never feel safe after this,” wrote Ellen shortly before hearing of a plot in which all “negroes in the neighborhood [were] implicated.”122 Whether these confessions were coerced or even true did not matter to Ellen; the horrors were too great: “The leading Negro in each family was selected to kill their owner’s wives and children.  The young girls to be made wives of….[N]o exajuration [sic] of imagination or language can equal the reality…”123 Ellen believed these accounts and confessions and worried for the safety not only of herself, but of her children and women across the nation.     Indicative of her opinions of the intelligence of Negroes, Ellen did not believe this “insurrection” was their idea alone. Rather, “the poor creatures have no doubt been instigated to such dreadful intentions by friends in the shape of white men.”124 Ellen took agency away from slaves, believing they would never want to give up the “luxuries” for which they only had to “moderately labour.”  It was not until Ellen learned of the existence 
                                                        119 Ellen Wallace, November 20, 1856. Ellen wrote of a slave uprising in 1856 in or near Hopkinsville. However, a search of various newspaper databases yielded few results. Newspapers from Kentucky at that time are not available though America’s Historical Newspapers or the Library of Congress. 120 Ellen Wallace, December 7, 1856. 121 Ellen Wallace, December 8, 1856, 122 Ellen Wallace, December 13, 1856. 123 Ibid. 124 Ibid. 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of the Emancipation Proclamation that she began to demonize the slaves, turning them into “black monsters.”125   On October 15, 1861, Ellen described “President Lincoln’s message” as one that “filled the hearts of all loyal citizens with disappointment, shame and indignation…”126 Ellen was beginning to question the Union cause. She believed herself to be a “loyal citizen,” but she argued that the idea of emancipation was an offense to loyal Kentuckians, a usurpation of their rights. Some “determined, patriotick men from the border states” tried to defeat the “weak and ruinous policy,” but to no avail.127 Lincoln issued the proclamation, “liberating all the slaves in January (1863)…the finishing stroke to all these horrors.”128 Ellen was incensed, noting with sarcastic incredulity the “protection the Federal Government extends to Kentucky, the only border state that did not pass the ordinance of secession.”129   Ellen thought the Emancipation Proclamation was insulting to the loyal Unionists of Kentucky as well as unconstitutional.130 Lincoln ran a “negro administration” that cared only for the Negroes, according to Ellen’s hyperbole. “Kentucky institutions” should be let alone, not ruled by the “black republicans.”131 The Proclamation, in Ellen’s eyes, ensured that “the white man is no longer free.” Thus, she interpreted the Proclamation as “a trampling of state law and the constitution underfoot.”132 After Lincoln announced the end to slavery in the Confederate states, Ellen and the “better class of citizens throughout the                                                         125 Ellen Wallace, September 27, 1862. 126 Ellen Wallace, October 15, 1861. 127 Ellen Wallace, August 16, 1862. 128 Ellen Wallace, October 3, 1862. 129 Ibid. 130 Ellen Wallace, December 25, 1863. 131 Ellen Wallace, February 14, 1864.  132 Ellen Wallace, February 23, 1864. 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country” suffered a “silent, burning indignation against Lincoln and his administration.”133 Though Kentucky was exempted from the Emancipation Proclamation along with the other border states that fought for the Union, Ellen’s ideological principles regarding states’ rights and the limited power of the President were now very much in line with her Confederate neighbors.134    Ellen also believed the Emancipation Proclamation presented a very real threat to the safety of women and children across the land. She worried that “the blood of women, children and helpless aged will flow in torrents….”135 The proclamation left Ellen with a sense of “turmoil and dread;” she said she felt “anxious and apprehensive of danger.”136    In January of 1864, Ellen describes an incident in which “an old hired Negro,” apparently aware that Mr. Wallace was not at home,  “walked in and deliberately took a seat” in the Wallace residence. According to Ellen, the former slave was “pretending he had some instructions to get,” but she “soon gave him instructions of another kind.” This event, in Ellen’s eyes, was an example of insolence brought on by “Lincoln’s damnable black republicans (sic) party.” Ellen believed events like these were happening all across the South, and she stated, “white women in town and country will find it necessary to carry daggers and revolvers in their girdles in place of pin cushions and scissors.”137           Insinuating that freed slaves will want nothing more than to take advantage of white women puts Ellen’s ideas and fears very much in line with those of her Southern sisters.                                                         133 Ellen Wallace, March 5, 1864. 134 Slavery was not officially ended in America until the passage of the 13th amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified in 1865. 135 Ellen Wallace, September 29, 1862.  Though Ellen wrote these words before the Proclamation was actually issued, the very idea of such a move caused her great anxiety. 136 Ellen Wallace, December 21, 1863.  137 Ellen Wallace, January 28, 1864. 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Ellen, like plantation mistresses all across the South, had intimate relationships with her servants. Prior to emancipation, white ladies were not necessarily “engulfed by sexual alarm” when left alone with their male slaves.138 After emancipation, however, when the patriarchal society and racial hierarchy of the South was threatened by the freedom of black men, white southern politicians began to “invoke the idea that newly freed black men would inevitably desire sex with white women.”139 The freedom and potential political power of black men held the possibility of destroying the “Southern caste system” and “diminishing white supremacy.”140 Undertones of these types of attitudes are present in Ellen’s diary, as well as other women across the South. Women such as Kate Stone, a Confederate woman from Louisiana, wrote in her diary of “numbers of strange Negro men standing around….[T]hey did not say anything but they looked at us and grinned and that terrified us more and more. It held such a promise of evil.”141 The very ideals of southern womanhood were at risk with the freeing of slaves, and this terrified women like Ellen.   Ellen feared for the safety of herself, her family and her countrymen with “black monsters” running free. Perhaps she was not really the benevolent mistress she thought herself to be and feared reprisals from former slaves after they were freed. Perhaps she was struggling to maintain the antebellum ideals of society and economic status, attainable by owning property and slaves. Like her southern sisters, her very identity was cloaked in her status as a land and slave owner.   
                                                        138 Martha Hodes, “White Women, Black Men: Illicit Sex in the Nineteenth‐Century South,” (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997), 140. 139 Hodes, 146. 140 Hodes, 147. 141 Laura F. Edwards, Scarlett Doesn’t Live Here Anymore: Southern Women in the Civil War 
Era (Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2000), 79. 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 Ellen Wallace believed Negroes to be subhuman, unintelligent and unable to fend for themselves. Like others in her town and county, Ellen viewed slavery, specifically in Kentucky, “so mild a burden that those who bore it were unaware that it was a burden…”142 Even after slaves were freed, residents of Hopkinsville believed “…when they [slaves] escaped from it [slavery]…they desired most of all to come back to it.”143 Many other Americans, including those in Ellen’s own town, “indignantly denied fighting for the destruction of slavery.” The effects of the Emancipation Proclamation became more pronounced in Ellen’s world when she witnessed “Negroes passing on horse back in squads…yelling and laughing as they prance along on fine horses, as if they had in reality changed places with the white man.” She complained, “the Negroes at both farms have become entirely unmanageable.”144  Though Ellen did not agree with emancipation and viewed her slaves as nothing more than property, she could no longer handle their “insolence” and wished “earnestly that they would leave.”145 By the time Ellen penned these words in July of 1865, the Confederacy had lost the war. She still felt emancipation was bad, but unmanageable, uncontrollable, “black monsters” running loose on the farm were far worse. 
Conclusion   The town of Hopkinsville did not see any combat during the course of the war, but its citizens witnessed occupation by both the Union and the Confederacy. The town itself was bitterly divided, with brothers fighting for different armies and neighbors refusing to acknowledge one another. Various factors affected how citizens reacted to the sectional                                                         142 Johnson, 378. 143 Ibid. 144 Ellen Wallace, January 28, 1864. 145 Ellen Wallace, July 10, 1865. 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conflict, though, and Ellen’s experience demonstrates that these loyalties were not set in stone. As the war dragged on, the pressure of rationing, the loss of family members and loved ones, the destruction of property, and eventually the Emancipation Proclamation took their toll on white people across the country. Such factors could cause a woman such as Ellen who began the war as a stringent Union supporter to become a Confederate sympathizer by the end.    The war, for Ellen Wallace of Hopkinsville, Kentucky, meant different things and had different consequences than perhaps for a woman of similar social and economic status in Philadelphia or Jackson. Ellen Wallace occupied a unique place, both geographically and ideologically, during the Civil War. Though a loyal Unionist at the outset, Emancipation and the effects of war caused Ellen to change her political leanings. Though she shared much in common with her sisters to the South, Ellen had forged her own political identity during the turmoil of war. Throughout the conflict, she sought to reconcile her love and faith in the Union with her dependency on slavery and her belief in southern rhetoric. The Civil War was one of the most traumatic events in American history, and the consequences and ramifications of it were widespread and long lasting. By investigating precisely how and why the war affected border‐state women, one can begin to understand why this particular event was the catalyst for such extreme social change in the decades and centuries that followed.  
Post­Script   Not a lot of information exists regarding Ellen Wallace’s life after the Civil War. Her diary ends July 12, 1865. According to the United States Census records of 1870, Ellen still lived in Hopkinsville with her husband Albert, and four children (Julia, Alfred, Henry and 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Harrison). The census also listed a Clie Western, a fifty‐year‐old black female and Pref Johnson, a twelve‐year‐old black male, as members of the Wallace household. These names are not mentioned in the slave listings taken by the United States Census, so it is reasonable to assume that after the war, Ellen and Albert hired two servants to aid in maintaining their house and farm.  According to the death records of Christian County and the headstone at Riverside Cemetery, Albert Wallace died in 1879. The census of 1880 lists Ellen Wallace as head of her house, which also included Julia Wallace, Horne Wallace (probably Harrison), and Fannie Jackson, a twenty‐two‐year‐old black female and Howson Jackson, a two‐year‐old black male. Though Ellen hated emancipation and feared the “black monsters,” she employed black servants after the war, probably until her death in 1894.146 Ellen was seventy‐three when she died, and she was buried at Riverside Cemetery alongside her husband Albert and the four children that did not survive infancy.    Little is known about the last years of Ellen’s life, though a town legend suggests that she went a little crazy and was prone to running around town in just her undergarments.147 According to the Hopkinsville Kentuckian, Ellen Wallace was one of the “Men (sic) of Wealth” in 1894.148 She apparently paid over twelve thousand dollars in taxes that year, putting her in the same league as the richest men in town in the same year of her death. Though she worried about what the end of slavery would do to her social and                                                         146A fire destroyed the census of 1890, so it is not possible to tell if Ellen employed servants up until her death, but it is probable based on her socio‐economic status and her life as a slave‐owner. 147 This is not based on documentation. After finding Ellen’s house and knocking on the door, I explained to the employees of Alpha Alternatives what my research interests were. I explained that I was researching Ellen Wallace, and the lady said “Oh we all know Ellen! She went a little nuts in her last years, she’d go try on dresses downtown and forget to put her clothes on and walk out of the store.” 148 “Men of Wealth,” Hopkinsville Kentuckian, January 16, 1894, 2. 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economic status, Ellen Wallace and her family appear to have fared well in the aftermath of the war. 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